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oß her extenſive empire in two capacities; one as the 
local legiſlature of this iſland, providing for all things 

t home, immediately, and by no other inſtrument 

an the executive power — The other, and what I 
think her nobler capacity, is what I call her Inpe- 
rial Character, in which, as from the throne of hea- 
ven, ſhe ſuperintends all the ſeveral inferior legit- 


latures, and guides and controuls them all, With. 
out 8 any.“ 


þ4 4 4 
„ * * « %..; 2 


on lee i page's 92/. 


20 — nl ! 
$1.1 | f : mA 8 * 
bs} 'F Tex 9 2 6 ; 
yi: * | 'n - * 
2 2391. — 0 
"PRINTED. in abs, XEAR, ine. ver 
181 Wk 8D v . " vl 4 ty: MK 073 I, '4 8713811 
- bas C pice N 5 


8 DISPUT: E. 


4 — — — 


; — 


4 
' 
: 

4 

| 
4 
. 

K. 


—U— — He 


* — — — * r * — — 


HE twelve American Provinces now in arms 
againſt the aathoriey-of the Britiſh Legiſla- 
ture, attribute all their diſputes with this 
\go 4. —— + ed tg — ye 
ol governing them, 10 the pr | re 
friends a up the ſame ground, and execrate the 
conduct of thoſe who firſt diſturbed the ſocial ſyſtem 
of policy, by which they were formerly united to 
their Mother. Country. They tell us, that the mi- 
niſters of George the Third, ſhould have contented 
themſelves'with the commerce of the Colonies like 
their predeceflors, and declare that the moſt deſpotic 
adminiſtration of former princes, recoiled at the 
bare idea of impoling a revenue upon America. 

"Theſe afſertions are very petemptory, yet as they 
are hazarded ypon u ſubje@t of infinite importance, 
it would certainly be wiſe to make ſome inquiry into 
the fat. To ſer this fat therefore in a Clear o 
is the huſineſs of the ſucceeding pages, and we ſhall 
ſoon ſee with what juſtice the Colonies have appealed 
to the {word, when we examine whether aby power 
whatever, has been aflumed over them fince the Ac- 
ceſſion of George the Third, to which they were 
not ſuhject uuder. the moſt popular princes from the 

moment of their emigration, 

This is a plain queſtion, which the plaineſt reader 
will be able to determine, when he has peruſed the 
fullowing little tract: and to keep the ſubzeRt per- 
fealy within his comprehenfion, I ſhall carefully 
avoid all metaphyſical diſtinctions between the na- 
_ tural rights a l claims of mankind, Diſ 
tinctions which confound, however they may * 

i -an * a 
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ag edberence to the plan for enſlaving 


62 
and ate niore likely to bewilder the e 
the labyrinths of diver; wp hg e the 1 
in a Journey after truth. 

The Americans da te all eie Javaiiced lm che 
1 of the late peace, ** At th concluſion of o 

war, (ſay they in their Letter to the People ot 
Great Britain) « war rendered glotious by the abili- 
ties aud integrity of a Miniſter to whoſe efforts the 
Britiſh Empire owes its ſafety and its fame ; at the 
conclufion” of this war, which was ſucceeded by an 
inglorious peace, formed under the auſpices of a 
Minifter of principles, and of -a family uotriendly to 
the — 5 cauſe, and inimical to liberty; we 
ſay, at = period, and under the influence of that 
man, à plan for enſlaving your fellow · ſubjects in 
America was concerted, and has ever fince been _ 
nactoaſl carrying into execution *_ 

Here, at the very commencement of their! com- 
plaints the Colonies make 'a moſt heavy charge 
againſt this country, in oppoſition to the notorious 
evidence of fats. For even admitting that the 
Stamp Act, the firſt great object of offenfible diſcon- 
tent in America, was really an oppreſſive innovation, 
ſtill the repeal of inis law could not be a pertinacious 
them. Nor was 
the right of taxing them atterwards revived in Parlia- 
ment, by the man of principles © inimical to free - 
dom.” No; it was revived under an adminiſtration 
choſen by the very Miniſter, « to whoſe ability and 
integrity the Britiſn Empire owes its ſafety and its 
fame.” It was revived in a Cabinet appointed by 
the Earl of Nie and this great Wa. in 


pn IT 
th 


* See the 0258; of Oe Congreſs cubliſhed Is Ge Win- 
ter of the Year 1774. * hi 
18 
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9 
© his conciliatoty plan, enpreſely ſtipulatas, that the 


Colonies, though entirely exempted from parliamen- 
tary taxation, ſhould be required, to mak e A /ree 
grant to the Kieg, his heirs and ſucceſſors, of a cer- 
ain perpetual revenue, ſubject to the diſpoſition of 


the Britiſh Parliament.“ The Americans are ſenſi - 
ble of this, and revere the noble Lord no longer, 


either on account off exalted talents, or elevated vir- 
tue; and indeed thev; have but litile reaſon; for if 
they are not conſtitutionally taxable, the compelled 
payment of a free grant, is the worſt of all oppreſſi · 
ons, it is adding inſult to iajuſtice, and holding up 
the bleſſings of liberty to their view, to aggravate 
the miſery of their chains. 


o 


The Duke of GRAr ro, fo highly celebrated 


tor bis public and private virtues by the elegant Pen 
of Junius, was firſt. miniſter when the claim of 
taxing America revived; and Lord Caup RN, the 
people's lawyer, prefided as High Chancellor of Eng- 
land. Theſe great men nevertheleſs have condemned 
the meaſure in the ſevereſt terms during the -preſent 
ſeſſion, and declared, that from the beginning they 


knew it was not only highly illegal, but obviouſly 


pregnant with ruin to the general intereſts of the Bri- 
uſh Empire, Let to this baneful meaſure the two 
patriotic lords deliberately lent the whole weight of 
their official iofluence, and never complained till 
they were out of place, [that it was injurious to the 


happineſs of their country. uo e 
. 'The fate of the Colonies with reſpect to their pre- 


. ſent patrons is not a little peculiar, for the, moſt diſ- 
tinguiſned champions of their cauſe have actually 


been the 25 authors of every thing which they 
rank under the denomination of grievances. The 


: MarqQvVis of RocxinGHam framed the law for 


binding 


. 
— — 


binding them iu all caſer ver; and Mr. Bun xs 
acknow edges in the 93d page of his laſt pamphlet *, 
that if they do hot voluntarily contribute to the com- 
mon "exigencies of the empire, hen regularly re- 
quired, a power to impoſe à revenue - + them muſt 
1 conftitationally lodged in the Britiſh Parliament. 
Theſe celebrated politicians; however, reprobate Go- 
verriment” for adopting their own immediate ſenti- 
mente, and totally forget, that according to the opi+ 
nion of the very Congreſs, the declaratory act infti- 
tuted by themſelves greatly exceeds all the oiher op- 


— 
* 


0 preſſions of Awerica. But to go on: 


Prior to the period of the late peace, the Colonies 

affirm, that Parliament ne ver attempted to make them 

ſubject ro internal taxation. The direct reverſe of 

this poſition is nevertheleſt the tru tg. 
By an act paſſed in the 25th of Charles II. chap. 

| 7ih, a duty of 58, was lajd'upon every hundred 

weight of white ſugar exported to foreign countries 

by rhe Coloniſts, or even ſent from one colony to aro- 

ther. Brown and muſcavado fugars paid eighteen 

| ins the hundred weight. —Logwood, five pounds.— 

Fuſtick, and all other - dying woods, ſix pence. 

— Ginger, a ſhilling—Iadico, to- pence for every 

pound; and cotton wool, a halfperny. By en act 

* paſſed in the 5th and 8th of William and Mary, all 

| American ſeamen are obliged to pay 64. a year our 

| - of their wages, to increaſe the revenue of Greenwich 
Hoſpital. "The Poſt office eftabliſhed in America, 

2 an act paſſed in the ꝙth year of Queen Anne, was 
avowedly created for the purpoſe of a revenue, as may 
be ſeen in the preamble. la the firſt year of George 
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* Specch vpon American Taxation, 
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the Colonies, are nppropristed to particular uſes; 
and even in the reign of his late Majeſty, the Colo- 
niſts were not only repeatedly taxed *, but the very 
nature of inheritance. was changed them by 
Parliament, that freeholds in deſcent might be ſub- 


| Je} to. the demande of Britiſh ereditots. 


Ia reality, though it become extremely, faſhion- 
able among gentlemen who call themſelves patriots, 
to celebrate the late reign by way of reffecting on the 
preſent, there are few periods of our hiſtory in which 
Parliament exereiſed /e abſolute an authority. over the 
Colonies as under the government of George the Se- 
cond. By an act paſſed in the 5th year of that king, 
chap. 22, the exportation of hats even from one co» 


lony to another, is prahibited by fine and canfiſcation. 


The ſame act regulates the number of apprentices 10 
be taken by every hatter, and ordains that no Negro 
ſhall be employed io the manufactory af hats under 
the penalty of fl. a month. By two other acts paſ- 
ſed in the 23d and goth years of his late Majeſty, chap- 
ters 29 and 16, no mill or other engine for ſlitting or 


rolling of iron, or plating forges worked with a tilt 


hammer, or furnaces for making ſtsel, are to be erec- 
ted in the Colonies. . An act paſſed in the 24th year 


of the fame reign, chap. 53. refirains the legiſlatores 
of the ſeveral provinces from iſſuing paper money, 


or bills of credit, upon any preterice whatſoever ; 


another act diflolves the indentures of all ſervants who 


enliſt as ſoldiers in the pay. of bis Majeſty. Theſe 


3 — 


- 
* 8 —— 1 « 


* See 3d George IL chap, 28th, laying a duty upon rice, and 
5th of the ſame reign, chap. a th, laying a duty upon American 
| hops ſent to Ireland. See alſo the 18th of the ſame reign, chap. 
31, impoſing a tax of 6d. a month upon all American ſcamen, 


law 6, 


tor the benefit of Greenwich Hoſpital. ö 


- 
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- the readieſt mode of oppoſing the ravages of th: 
common enemy. It is remarkable al ſo, that this pro- 
poſal was —5 by GENERAL SHIRLEY, the dele - 
te from Maſſachuflet's Bay, the ficſt province which 
Pax riſen in arms againſt the ſupremacy of the Britiih 
Legiſlature. Ry 10 
The abſurdity of the Colonies in repreſenting the 
right of Parliament to tax them, as an oppreſlive 
ſtretch of power originating in the preſent reign, ap- 
pears the more aſtoniſhing, when the injuſtice of the 


charge is ſo palpably open to refutation; but the tar- 
ther we not gt — Bn the diſpute, the more 
- we ſhall n their unpardonable iadifference 


to truth. They affirm, that till the preſent reige, 


Parliament never exerciſed a power to bind them i= 4 


all 


— ey IR 


all bei ie pe} Yet by an act paſſed in the y 
and Sth of Wittiam and Maty, all laws, uſages, — N 
cuſtoms mau, of to be made in the Colonies, are de- 
clared 'viterly void, it they are tepugnant to the Jaws 
of "England: ks not this bidding them, # all c- 
whatſoever * And the act is the more reniatkable; be- 
cauſe it did not paſs in the time of an arbitrary Sbve- 
reign, but under the government of the very Prince 
to whom we are indebted fcr the gloridu Revolution. 
In what then has he ſyſtem of the preſent "reign, 
with regard to the Colonies,” deviated Tord the be- 
nevolent ſyſtem under which they declarec thetnſelves 
Happy "to former teignt; or where is the ſhadow ot 
any innovation, either to palliate the reſiſtance of the 
Americans, or to juſtiſy the complaints of their ad- 
herents in this kingdom? We are jndeed*inceflantly 
told of chavges in the mode of governing America; 
but where are they to be found; while America pte- 
ſer ved even the appearance bf loyalty? The parlia- 
mentaty right of binding her in all caſes whatſoever, 
ſo ſat from otigina ting under George the Third, was 
fitſt declared by ſtatute under the great deliverer 
William the Third; and the claim of taxation, fo 
far frum commencing in his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
has been repeatedly exerciſed in fix different reigns | 
before his preſent Majzſly was born. 
© But as there can be no taxation, nor indeed legi- 
flation, according to the modern language of Ame- 
rica, where a people are not repreſented, it may poſ- 
fibly be (aid, that the power of ſubjecting the Co- 
lonies to à tevende, firſt exerciſed in the time of 
Charles the Second, and the claim of binding them 
in all caſes whatſoever, firſt aſſumed by ſtatute under 
William the Third, though obviouſly do innovations 


of the prefent reign, 'were nevertheleſs arbitrary ex- 
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| ertioov of ourtthoriy, which can receive novalidity 
from the length of their ofurparion, 'It' may be ob- 
Terved, that the acqͥuieſcence of ages cannot ſancti 
any mesſore which was originally — — and that 
there is but litfle difference between the continuance = 
of an oppreſſſon, and the inftitarion. "ROT 
To 6bviate theſe remarks therefore, the reader muſt 
be told, chat the expreſs condition upon which the 
firſt adventurets to our American Settlements were per- 
mitted to colonize, was to maintain a conſtant obedi- 
ence to the Taws'of England; and indeed it would 
have been highly abſurd, as. well as highly danger- 
dus, if we had not, by a poſitive engagement of ſuch . 
@ nature, rendered the provinces conſtautly dependent 
upon their Mother Country. The domiaions of this 
nation were not”. beſtowed upon them, for the mad 
putpoſe either of counterating her intereſt, or reſiſt · 
Ang her authority. - On the contrary, the advancement. 
of her own welfare, the extention of her own power, 
were her grand iodueements to people the new Em- | 


—— 2— œkF 
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_ Pire, and the happineſs of the emigrants, though al- 
ways duly attended to, was ſtill no more than a ſe- 
condary object in the ſcale of political conſideration. 
On theſe accounts, wherever charters were grant - 
ed, or other governments * eſtabliſhed, the Mother 
Country took proper care of her own ſupremacy, and 
expteſely reſtrained the Colonies. from the right of 


——— ———————— }___ 

re conſtitutions of the American Provinces are of three 

* kinds, though a vulgar opinion prevails, that all the Colonies 
\ _ emigrated under charters; they ate firſt, Royal Governments ; - 
fecondly, Proprietary Eſtabliſhments; and thirdly, Civil Cor- 
tious; yet the Conpref contend for ane general ſyſtem of 

policy; nay, they iaſiſt upon it, in virtue of their ſeparate rights, 
150 the inbabitant of Connecticut bas uo more claim to tbe 
particular immunities of Marylapd, than he has to the freedo | 

bf London, or any other Corporations in Evgland. 3 0 
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l the {everal proyinces, not only lady, but gratefully 


driven their champiogs from the pour aſylum of this literal ſubter- 
v 


10 


fn any laws 1 to the laws of England, 


Volimited nevertheleſs as the power was, which 
e thus. e to herſelf, the original ſettlers of 


emigrated upon theſe terms, and even the farſt. pro» 
prietor of the moſt, flouriſhing; ſettlement in Bec 
America (Pennſylvania) thought himſelf extremely 


happy in obtaining a grant of that territory, though 
fubj 4 in direct terms to the taxation of an Engliſh | 


puliaments, 2a plitob ol, Ko nah, . 
Such being the nature of the original com 
between this kingdom and the ; Colonies, the — 
levied. upon America, in the time of Charles the Se 
cond, aud the declaratory act of William the Third, 
are not only defenſible by every rule oß legal right, 
but by every principal ,of moral juſtice. Nothi 
therefore which was equitable in the. days of th 


tinces, can be inequitable in the days. of George the 


Third: and 11 either follows that the firſt emigrants, 
when they petitioned for lands, Sr thought it 


a bleſſing to be opprefſed, or that their deſcendents have 


no juſt cauſe whatever to complain of oppreſſions un- 
der the government of his preſent Maj 


s 
The congreſs indeed ſeem perfectly aware ot this 


argument, and never mention a ſyllable more of ori- 


* The advocates of America have ſtrendouſly contended, that 
Pennſylvania was the only province expreſih taxable by charter, 
and that the other Cotonies were not ſubject to dur ac ot re- 
venue, though reſtrained from making any law repugnant to the 


fuge; for in aſſiſting the Pennſylvanians to burſt through the ta 
iug clauſe of their charter, they are as guilty, as if ſuch a claui 
actually exiſted in their-own charters, and as puniſhable for ſup» 


ting a crime in favour of their confederates, as if all the 


advantages expected from the Commiſſion of this crime 
entirely to themſelves, , = 


laws of England. The other Colonies, however, have now 


ö 


* 
rere 
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declaration. 


tween their anceſturs and the Mother 


oy 


( 37 
than operates, in their own. favour, 


They are. willing to feize upon all the privileges, 


but ſhudder at the thought of ſobmitting to the 16 
ſtrictions; bence when they are reminded that the 
anceſtors promiſed unlimited obedience. to the laws 


| of the Mother Country, as a condition for her domi · 


niozs at the time of their emigration, they indignapt- 
ly ſpuro the idea of ſuch an engagement; they pro- 
claim it repugnant to the ſpirit. of conſtitutional free- 


dom, and declare that howeyer meanly the firſt ei- 


grants might ſtipulate for themſelves, they deri ve 
no power. from nature to batgain for the Hawes 
their poſterity. | | 5 
This is ſtrange language from men whoreckon the 
violation of * compacts, among the moſt atro- 


ciĩous acts of parliamentary deſpotiſm, and who affirm 


ia the 27th page of their proceedings publiſhed in 
the year 1774, that their forefathers participated in 
all the rights the people of Great Britain ſo jaſtly 
boaſt, and carefully conveyed the ſame fair inheri- 
tance to them.” But mark the inconfiſtency of this 


For in the fiſt place, if the anceſtors of out mo- 
dern Americans conveyed the fair inheritance of free - 
dom ſo carefully to their poſterity, as we are told by 
the Congteſs, why do the Colonies reſuſe to be taxed 
or bound in all caſes whatſoever, by that power 
which exerciſed the ſame univerſal ſupremacy; over 
their progenitors*? oy Ye 

And in the ſecond place, if the er be- 


ntry, were 


* 
* 


* Some of the Colonies attempted to exerciſe powers repug· 
nant to the terms of their emigration : and this was the reaſon 
why the uaiverſal ſupremacy of Parliament was aſſerted by ſta - 


repugnant 


tute, in the teigu of William the Third. 


CD 
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n. to the ſpitit of conſtitoſional Ii , 
whence is it they affirm that America was no * 
always free, but ' always happy, till the acce ſſion 

his preſent Majeſty? In fact, the parliaments of 
George the Third, had they been inclined to increaſe 
the authority of Great Britain over the ' Colonies, 
were utterly without the power. The mind of man 
could bind the Americans no farther than in al/ caſes 


whatſoever, and this was done ro Lox Dp RockinG- 


HAm's bands, though he blindly took the odium of 
the meaſure among the provinces, without producing 


any benefit to his country, and never once recollected, 


with all his boaſted knowledge of the laws, that 
this meaſure had been adopted by the immortal foun- 
der of the Revolution. 14s 
The Congreſs, whenever they find themſelves un- 
able to convince our underſtanding, addreſs them- 
ſelves'to our feelings, and patherically ask, if any 
ſtate of ſlavery can be more wretched, than where 


the people of a ſubordinate government are univer- 


fally bound by the laws of a ſuperior country? II 


our modern patriots were not determined to ſhut their 


eyes againſt the light of common ſenſe, they would 
fee that this was the unavoidable lot of ſubordination : 
They would ſee alfo, that it was a lot which the firſt 
emigrants to America confidered as a very happy 
one, A lot which they ſupplicated when they ap- 
Flied for lands, and a lot under which the Congreſs 
themſel ves declare, that the benefits to both fides of 
the Britiſh Atlantic“ became in a ſhort time ſo ex- 


traordinary, as to excite the aſtoniſhment” of man- 


Kind*. N 
, SS, £7.05 
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* * See the Addreſs of the preſent Congreſs to the people of 
The 


Great-Britaio, dated Joly 6, 1775. 
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( 13 ) 
The. American dominions of this kingdom were 
not inflited as a puniſhmeot upon the original adven- 
turers to the new. world, they were conferred: as a fa- 
vour uponexpreſs ſtipulation ; if therefore the poſte- 
rity of. theſe adventurers prefer property in one part 
of the empire, to repreſentation in another, the 
choice is their owo; and if ftom local circumſtances 
it is impoſſible for them to be repreſented here, they 
have no right to be offended. when the impoſſibility 
is voluntarily created by themſel ves. 

The diſaffected provinces: talk of dying in the 
cauſe of liberty, They may live and be free even in 
their own ſenſe of the word, by barely condeſcead- 
ing to take up their reſidence among us. Whenever 
they think prop<c to return, they ate reſtored to all 
their native rights, they are Engliſhmen in England, 
and an Engliſhman is no more than an American in 
America. Here then is an immediate ſpecific for 
every political diſorder complained of by the Colo- 
nies; if they do not chooſe to adopt the remedy, 
they ſhould quietly ſubmit to the diſeaſe, and either 
honeſtly ſurrender our territories at once, or chearful- 
ly ſabmit to thoſe conditions upon which they were 
originally granted to their anceſtors, ; 
_ Preadful beſides,” as the univerſal ſupremacy of 
arliament appears thus ſuddenly to America, there 
is ſurely nothivg more unreaſonable in our binding the 
Britiſh dependencies wherever we think fit, than in 
their refufing to be bound wherever they thiok pro- 
per. The right of deciding upon the juſtice of laws 
muſt exiſt either in the country governing, . or the 
country governed, and it is to the full as unl{kely 
that the | beta ſhould be tyranoica]l, as that the lat» 
ter ſhould be faftious. Hl Shane of} vs 
b N The 
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The Colonies themſelves admit that they never 
had any occaſion to complain of us till the laſt 


ace, though all who are converſant with their 
| - muſt be ſenſible, that we have had many 
occaſions to complain of them, long before the 
reign. of his preſent Majeſty. When therefore they 
addreſs our paſſions with reſpect to the barbarity of 
exerciſing univerſal ſupremacy over them, we muſt 
oppoſe the bitterneſs” of de ion by: the teſti= 
mony of fact; ve muſt remember that this ſupre- 
macy has exiſted from the firſt moment of heir 
exiſtence, and then compare the ſituation in which 
they have been, to the fituation in which they are: 
Little more than a century has elapſed, ſince they 
emigrated a band of needy adventurers; they are 
now grown up into a mighty empire, and the uni- 
verſal ſupremacy of parliament muſt conſequently 
be the direct reverſe of oppreſſion, as they have 
acquired ſuch a degree of greatneſd under it, with 
8 wholly unexampled in the abmals of man - 


_—Fhg United Provinces are extremely fond of tra» 
velling into the gloomy regions of apprehenſion. 
and frequently aſk, as the claim of univerſal ſu- 
premacy leaves their property, freedom and lives at 
our mercy, What 7 . can ly have 
2 the abuſe of ſo boundleſs a dominion? I 
hall anſwer. them in a word, the beſt of all Tecu- 
rities, our own intereſt; for we have nothing to 
gain by their dĩſtreſs, but every thing to hope from 
their proſperity, When we conſider this evident 
truth therefore, and conſider alſo that the parlia- 
ments of George the Third, were utterly unable to 


Increaſe the power of the legiſlature over America, 


we muſt be convinced that the preſent quarrel does 
not ariſe from any change whatever in our * 
0 


(_ts ) 

er | of American government, but from a material al- 

{ft . tration in the clrenmftances of the Colonies.  At- 

ir | the period of their firſt eſtabliſiment, their rebel - 

y | lion was predicted by many able politicians. Th 

& | wore, however, the appearance of loyalty, while 

they ſtood in need of our affiftance; but the laſt 
ce having reſcued them from the danger of a 

French enemy, they think our protection no lon- 


ger neceſſary, and bring a groundleſs ＋ 4 tb | 
tyranny againſt us, to extenuate the guilt of their 
own diſaftetion.  _ , 6 eat 2 
That a Guildhall mob, or a Mile. end meeting, 
ſhould talk of alterations in our mode of govern - 
ing the Colonies, is natural enough, and we o 
ſmile at the ignorance ot plebean patriotiſm. But 
when men who have filled the firſt employments of 
the ſtate when lawyers of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
eminence, declare, forthe expreſs purpoſe of plung- 
ing their country into blood, that America was ne. 
ther ever taxed, nor ever uniyerſally bound before 
the reign of George the Third, our ridicule infen- 
fibly turns, into horror, and we ſhudder at ſuch de- 
plorable monuments of human depravity. It is 
| mpoſſible for ſuch men to be uninformed upon fo 
plain a queſtion, for though the inveſtigation of it 
has repeatedly ſhaken ſenates, no abilities are neceſ- 
ſary to diſcover the truth, beyond the ordinary ta- 
lents of a common attorney's clerk. Nothing more 
s requiſite than to conſult the ſtatutes which are 
here pointed out, and to thoſe ſtatutes I refer, 
wherever the reader may be inclined to entertain 
' | the leaſt ſuſpicion of my veracity, | 
I cannot conclude this little tract without expreſ- 
ſing ſome aſtoniſhment, that the patriots on our 
ſide of the Atlantic, who condemn'the univerſal 
- ſupremacy aſſerted by Parliament over the Ameri- 
CANS, 


( 16 ) 
cas, ſhonld feel no compaſſion whatever for mil- | 
53h: lions of their, fellow. ſubjects who are univerſally, 
| controulable by the ſame authority in other Parts, | 
of the Britiſh dominions.—Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, 
Alderney, Man, Minorca, Gibraltar, the whole 
of our Weſt India iſlands, the whole of our ſet-, | _ 
tlements in the Eaſt, and finally the kingdom of 
ö Ireland, are all ſubject, without a murmur, to the 
fupremacy of that very Legiſlature, which theſe 
gentlemen will not ſuffer to be ſupreme in the diſ- 
affected Colonies, | SO 
The oppoſition ſurely ſhould conſider this, and 
generouſly encourage the ſpirit of rebellion through 
[ the entire empire. The ſame principle which an- 
nihilates our ſupremacy over America, annihilates 
It over every -other dependency which we claim in 
any other quarter of the globe, and crumbles the 
|| mighty ſtate which we thought ourſelves poſſeſſed | 
| of, to the narrow circumference of our own ifland.:*| 
. If we have no univerſal authority over the one, we 
| cannot have over the reſt, and we have been for. 
= ages not only exercifing the moſt barbarous tyranny 
on whole nations, but what is exceedingly ſtrange, 
1 theſe nations have all the time imagined themſelves 
3 enjoying every bleſſing of our juſtly envied con - 
ſtitution. 
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